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So, you think all highly mobile people wear suits
and ties, and rush about pulling suitcases on
wheels? That high mobility is simply an affair of
the rich and educated, a small handful of
directors, sports figures and celebrities? What if
you’re wrong?
What if your sister, brother, neighbours and
colleagues were also highly mobile people?
Somewhere between a graphic novel, a
sociological study and a political manifesto, Slices
of Mobile Life shows the issues associated with a
European phenomenon that is anything but
anecdotal: work-related high mobility.
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Presentation
‘Highly mobile people’, you say? Who are they?
> People who spend a significant proportion of their time traveling for work.

This investigation focuses on people like Gaby, Martin, Émilie and Jean, men and women
whose lives are shaped by their transport experience. Their day to day is made real in this
graphic novel, revealing to the reader the many forms and perceptions of work-related
mobility. Far from usual stereotypes of highly mobile people, this book is a window into
the lives of people we see and meet all the time.
These slices of life are accompanied by a text written by the researchers who conducted
the investigation, providing a scientific analysis of the impact and social conditions of
high mobility. The study aims to better understand the lives of highly mobile people in
contemporary societies, whose lifestyles combine working and private life. To provide
better support for such people, the book concludes with several ideas for developing
genuine mobility policies. Businesses and governments have only to seize them.
The elements and situations described in this book come from the second part of a largescale European sociological study conducted from 2006 to 2013. The Mobile Lives Forum
financed the updating of the 2006 research in France and Switzerland, conducted by the
École Polytechnique de Lausanne’s Laboratory of Urban Sociology, under the direction of
sociologist Vincent Kaufmann, scientific director of the Mobile Lives Forum.
The book will allow readers to discover high mobility from a new angle, through themes
such as:
Highly mobile people: a societal phenomenon
High mobility: a trying phase that is becoming the norm
High mobility: a social indicator
Towards the institution of corporate high mobility policies
Regulating high mobility and facilitating other lifestyles
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Mobility
Broadly, the word mobility can be defined as the intention to move and the
realization of this movement in geographical space, implying a social change.

realization of this movement in geographical space, implying a social change.
More

Lifestyle
A lifestyle is a composition of daily activities and experiences that give sense and
meaning to the life of a person or a group in time and space.
More
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