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Oil is fundamental to life in contemporary
societies. And yet, reserves will be depleted within
a few decades. What impact will this have on the
way we live and move in the future?
In this original book-object, John Urry imagines
what will become of ‘disconnected’ societies, by
formulating four ‘post-oil’ scenarios.
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Presentation
In this original book-object, John Urry describes a world conditioned by an all-oil system.
Our movement, possessions, and even our social relationships are entirely dependent on
this rapidly-depleting energy source. He shows that the 20th century created the illusion
of a future that, today, proves untenable, even in the medium term.
While everyone's attention is still focused on just how long this reprieve will last, John
Urry shifts the debate, asking the much more fundamental question: "What happens
next?"
What would a world without oil look like? How would our lives as producers and
consumers play out in a world deprived of this resource? In spite of growing awareness of
the depletion of oil reserves, these questions remain unanswered.
That is why the author alerts us to the need to prepare for post-oil now, and asks: without
political awareness, how can our societies radically reinvent their relationship to energy
and movement?
John Urry thus imagines what will become of ‘disconnected’ societies in the form of four
‘post-oil’ scenarios, and calls us to action.
His work is of particular importance to the Mobile Lives Forum, which aims to imagine
good mobile lives for the future and prepare for the mobility transition.

good mobile lives for the future and prepare for the mobility transition.
This text is transcript of a lecture given by John Urry to the Mobile Lives Forum’s Scientific
Steering Committee.

The Author
JOHN URRY is a major British theorist within contemporary sociology. He is a
distinguished professor of sociology at lancaster university, fellow of the royal society of
arts, and a founding academician of the academy of social sciences. Since 2003 he has
been the director of the centre for mobilities research at lancaster.
For the last two decades he has been concerned with mobilities and in particular the
relations between space and society. He showed how flows and networks became more
significant for sociology than the study of each bounded society. In the last few years he
developed research examining the social implications of climate change and of shortages
of energy.
He is an unusual researcher seeking to move the boundaries of sociology, not hesitating
to use literary references or to summon diverse sources such as philosophy so as to
support his claims. He has published some forty books on the media, consumption,
culture, new services, mobility and globalization.
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Movement
Movement is the crossing of space by people, objects, capital, ideas and other
information. It is either oriented, and therefore occurs between an origin and one or
more destinations, or it is more akin to the idea of simply wandering, with no real
origin or destination.
More

Mobility
Broadly, the word mobility can be defined as the intention to move and the
realization of this movement in geographical space, implying a social change.
More
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Social Scientist

British sociologist John Urry (1946-2016) was Distinguished Professor at
Lancaster University. He was co-founder and director of the Centre for
Mobilities Research from 2004 to 2015 and, in 2015, he co-founded the
Institute for Social Futures. He wrote seminal mobilities texts such as
Sociology Beyond Societies and Mobilities.
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