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Anthropologies of Media and Mobility: 

Theorizing movement and circulations across 

entangled fields
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- 

Conférence

Start date : 14 September 2017 09:00 

End date : 16 September 2017 19:15

Where : Cologne | Allemagne

Hosted by : EASA 

An International Workshop organized by the Anthropology and Mobility Network and 

the Media Anthropology Network (EASA) in collaboration with Locating Media (Siegen) 

and a.r.t.e.s. Graduate School (Cologne)

This international workshop seeks to theorize the relationship between media and 

mobility. While mobility has been defined as movement ascribed with meaning, one 

might in similar fashion define media as meaning ascribed with movement. 

http://en.forumviesmobiles.org/
http://en.forumviesmobiles.org/data:Application/octet-stream,BEGIN%3AVCALENDAR%0D%0AVERSION%3A2.0%0D%0APRODID%3A-%2F%2Fproject%2Fauthor%2F%2FNONSGML+v1.0%2F%2FEN%0D%0ACALSCALE%3AGREGORIAN%0D%0ABEGIN%3AVEVENT%0D%0ADTEND%3A20170916T71500Z%0D%0AUID%3A11ce56b7aeef1db6a401dd2684022a38%0D%0ADTSTAMP%3A20170925T113859Z%0D%0ADESCRIPTION%3AAn+International+Workshop+organized+by+the+Anthropology+and+Mobility%0D%0ANetwork+and+the+Media+Anthropology+Network+%28EASA%29+in+collaboration+with%0D%0ALocating+Media+%28Siegen%29+and+a.r.t.e.s.+Graduate+School+%28Cologne%29%0D%0A%0D%0AThis+international+workshop+seeks+to+theorize+the+relationship+between%0D%0Amedia+and+mobility.+While+mobility+has+been+defined+as+movement+ascribed%0D%0Awith+meaning%2C+one+might+in+similar+fashion+define+media+as+meaning%0D%0Aascribed+with+movement.+Interrogating+the+linkages+between+media+and%0D%0Amobility+can+enable+more+thorough+understandings+of+how+various+power%0D%0Astructures+produce%2C+transform+and+reproduce+social%2C+material+and%0D%0Adiscursive+orders.+People%2C+devices%2C+and+data+are+increasingly+on+the%0D%0Amove+%E2%80%93+movements+that+may+transgress+borders+and+boundaries%2C+but+which%0D%0Aare+also+integral+to+the+constitution+and+regulation+of+the+barriers%0D%0Athemselves.+The+movement+of+people+triggers+new+imaginaries+of%0D%0Aterritories+and+social+spaces%2C+which+circulate+through+media%2C%0D%0Aquestioning+and+forging+new+ties+between+people%2C+signs+and+things.+More%0D%0Abroadly%2C+the+mobilisation+of+tangible+and+intangible+things+demands+a%0D%0Areconceptualization+of+what+a+%27thing%E2%80%99+is%2C+what+constitutes+the+human%2C%0D%0Aand+what+defines+human+collectivity.+In+such+circumstances%2C+reimagining%0D%0Acirculations+through+the+lens+of+media+and+mobility+becomes+an+important%0D%0Astep+towards+understanding+current+socio-cultural+and+political+changes.%0D%0AWhile+this+lens+has+been+applied+broadly+within+anthropological%0D%0Aresearch%2C+its+theoretical+consequences+merit+further+investigation+and%0D%0Adiscussion.%0D%0A%0D%0AWith+a+focus+on+a+comparative+approach%2C+this+workshop+invites+papers%0D%0Athat+rethink+the+theoretical+underpinnings+of+media+and+mobility+studies%0D%0Ain+anthropology.+In+particular%2C+we+hope+to+encourage+papers+based+on%0D%0Amultidisciplinary+and+mixed-methods+research+between+social+anthropology%0D%0Aand+other+disciplines%2C+including+sociology%2C+geography%2C+communication%0D%0Astudies%2C+and+the+digital+humanities.+We+aim+to+select+presentation%0D%0Aproposals%2C+across+a+wide+variety+of+formats%2C+from+early+and+mid-career%0D%0Ascholars.+Possible+topics+represented+could+include+%28but+are+hardly%0D%0Alimited+to%29%3A%0D%0A%0D%0ATheoretical+discussions+that+connect+%28or+disconnect%29+media+and+mobility%3B%0D%0AEmpirical+case+studies+that+contribute+to+the+conceptualisation+of+media%0D%0Aand+mobility%3B%0D%0AEthnographic+research+that+brings+into+relief+the+politics+of+media+and%0D%0Amobility%3B%0D%0AComparative+studies+that+challenge+Anglophone+and+Eurocentric%0D%0Atheorizations+of+media+and+mobility%3B%0D%0APractice-based+demonstrations+of+experimental+approaches+to+thinking%0D%0Athrough+media+and+mobility%3B%0D%0AContributions+on+media+and+mobility+that+engage+with+broader+theoretical%0D%0Adebates+in+social+and+political+theory.%0D%0A%0D%0AIn+addition+to+paper+presentations+with+discussion%2C+we+would+like+to%0D%0Aencourage+audio%2Fvisual%2C+sensory+and+experimental+formats+that+speak+to%0D%0Athe+conference+theme.+Please+specify+the+technical+and+spatial+needs+for%0D%0Ayour+presentation+in+your+proposal.%0D%0A%0D%0AThe+workshop+will+take+place+over+two+days+at+the+University+of+Cologne%2C%0D%0Awhich+is+extremely+accessible+by+both+air+and+train+transport.+Some%0D%0Abursaries+will+be+made+available+thanks+to+contributions+from+both+the%0D%0AUniversity+of+Siegen%E2%80%99s+Locating+Media+graduate+school+and+EASA.%0D%0A%0D%0AAbstracts+for+papers+%28max.+300+words%29%2C+listing+your+institutional%0D%0Aaffiliation+and+position%2C+should+be+sent+by+email+a+Word+.doc+attachment%0D%0Aby+Monday+3+April%2C+2017+to+mediamobilityworkshop+%5Bat%5D+gmail.com.+If+you%0D%0Awould+like+to+be+considered+for+a+travel+bursary%2C+please+add+a+few%0D%0Asentences+below+your+abstract+regarding+why+you+require+funding%0D%0Aconsideration.%0D%0AURL%3BVALUE%3DURI%3Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fen.forumviesmobiles.org%2Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fen.forumviesmobiles.org%2Fagenda%2F2017%2F02%2F26%2Fanthropologies-media-and-mobility-theorizing-movement-and-circulations-across-entangled-fields-3495%0D%0ASUMMARY%3AAnthropologies+of+Media+and+Mobility%3A+Theorizing+movement+and+circulations+across+entangled+fields%0D%0ADTSTART%3A20170914T90000Z%0D%0AEND%3AVEVENT%0D%0AEND%3AVCALENDAR


Interrogating the linkages between media and mobility can enable more thorough 

understandings of how various power structures produce, transform and reproduce 

social, material and discursive orders. People, devices, and data are increasingly on the 

move – movements that may transgress borders and boundaries, but which are also 

integral to the constitution and regulation of the barriers themselves. The movement of 

people triggers new imaginaries of territories and social spaces, which circulate 

through media, questioning and forging new ties between people, signs and things. 

More broadly, the mobilisation of tangible and intangible things demands a 

reconceptualization of what a 'thing’ is, what constitutes the human, and what defines 

human collectivity. In such circumstances, reimagining circulations through the lens 

of media and mobility becomes an important step towards understanding current 

socio-cultural and political changes. While this lens has been applied broadly within 

anthropological research, its theoretical consequences merit further investigation and 

discussion.

With a focus on a comparative approach, this workshop invites papers that rethink the 

theoretical underpinnings of media and mobility studies in anthropology. In particular, 

we hope to encourage papers based on multidisciplinary and mixed-methods research 

between social anthropology and other disciplines, including sociology, geography, 

communication studies, and the digital humanities. We aim to select presentation 

proposals, across a wide variety of formats, from early and mid-career scholars. 

Possible topics represented could include (but are hardly limited to):

Theoretical discussions that connect (or disconnect) media and mobility; Empirical 

case studies that contribute to the conceptualisation of media and mobility; 

Ethnographic research that brings into relief the politics of media and mobility; 

Comparative studies that challenge Anglophone and Eurocentric theorizations of 

media and mobility; Practice-based demonstrations of experimental approaches to 

thinking through media and mobility; Contributions on media and mobility that 

engage with broader theoretical debates in social and political theory.

In addition to paper presentations with discussion, we would like to encourage 

audio/visual, sensory and experimental formats that speak to the conference theme. 

Please specify the technical and spatial needs for your presentation in your proposal.



The workshop will take place over two days at the University of Cologne, which is 

extremely accessible by both air and train transport. Some bursaries will be made 

available thanks to contributions from both the University of Siegen’s Locating Media 

graduate school and EASA.

Abstracts for papers (max. 300 words), listing your institutional affiliation and position, 

should be sent by email a Word .doc attachment by Monday 3 April, 2017 to 

mediamobilityworkshop [at] gmail.com. If you would like to be considered for a travel 

bursary, please add a few sentences below your abstract regarding why you require 

funding consideration.

1
 http://en.forumviesmobiles.org/agenda/2017/02/26/anthropologies-media-and-

mobility-theorizing-movement-and-circulations-across-entangled-fields-3495
2
 http://en.forumviesmobiles.org/la-communaute/agenda/list%3Ftype%3Dall

3
 http://en.forumviesmobiles.org/la-communaute/agenda/list%3Ftype%3Dselection

4
 http://en.forumviesmobiles.org/la-communaute/agenda/list%3Ftype%3Dfvm

5
 

http://en.forumviesmobiles.org/data%3AApplication/octet-

stream%2CBEGIN%253AVCALENDAR%250D%250AVERSION%253A2.0%250D%250APRODID%253A-

%252F%252Fproject%252Fauthor%252F%252FNONSGML%2Bv1.0%252F%252FEN%250D%250ACALSCALE%253AGREGORIAN%250D%250ABEGIN%253AVEVENT%250D%250ADTEND%253A20170916T71500Z%250D%250AUID%253A11ce56b7aeef1db6a401dd2684022a38%250D%250ADTSTAMP%253A20170925T113859Z%250D%250ADESCRIPTION%253AAn%2BInternational%2BWorkshop%2Borganized%2Bby%2Bthe%2BAnthropology%2Band%2BMobility%250D%250ANetwork%2Band%2Bthe%2BMedia%2BAnthropology%2BNetwork%2B%2528EASA%2529%2Bin%2Bcollaboration%2Bwith%250D%250ALocating%2BMedia%2B%2528Siegen%2529%2Band%2Ba.r.t.e.s.%2BGraduate%2BSchool%2B%2528Cologne%2529%250D%250A%250D%250AThis%2Binternational%2Bworkshop%2Bseeks%2Bto%2Btheorize%2Bthe%2Brelationship%2Bbetween%250D%250Amedia%2Band%2Bmobility.%2BWhile%2Bmobility%2Bhas%2Bbeen%2Bdefined%2Bas%2Bmovement%2Bascribed%250D%250Awith%2Bmeaning%252C%2Bone%2Bmight%2Bin%2Bsimilar%2Bfashion%2Bdefine%2Bmedia%2Bas%2Bmeaning%250D%250Aascribed%2Bwith%2Bmovement.%2BInterrogating%2Bthe%2Blinkages%2Bbetween%2Bmedia%2Band%250D%250Amobility%2Bcan%2Benable%2Bmore%2Bthorough%2Bunderstandings%2Bof%2Bhow%2Bvarious%2Bpower%250D%250Astructures%2Bproduce%252C%2Btransform%2Band%2Breproduce%2Bsocial%252C%2Bmaterial%2Band%250D%250Adiscursive%2Borders.%2BPeople%252C%2Bdevices%252C%2Band%2Bdata%2Bare%2Bincreasingly%2Bon%2Bthe%250D%250Amove%2B%25E2%2580%2593%2Bmovements%2Bthat%2Bmay%2Btransgress%2Bborders%2Band%2Bboundaries%252C%2Bbut%2Bwhich%250D%250Aare%2Balso%2Bintegral%2Bto%2Bthe%2Bconstitution%2Band%2Bregulation%2Bof%2Bthe%2Bbarriers%250D%250Athemselves.%2BThe%2Bmovement%2Bof%2Bpeople%2Btriggers%2Bnew%2Bimaginaries%2Bof%250D%250Aterritories%2Band%2Bsocial%2Bspaces%252C%2Bwhich%2Bcirculate%2Bthrough%2Bmedia%252C%250D%250Aquestioning%2Band%2Bforging%2Bnew%2Bties%2Bbetween%2Bpeople%252C%2Bsigns%2Band%2Bthings.%2BMore%250D%250Abroadly%252C%2Bthe%2Bmobilisation%2Bof%2Btangible%2Band%2Bintangible%2Bthings%2Bdemands%2Ba%250D%250Areconceptualization%2Bof%2Bwhat%2Ba%2B%2527thing%25E2%2580%2599%2Bis%252C%2Bwhat%2Bconstitutes%2Bthe%2Bhuman%252C%250D%250Aand%2Bwhat%2Bdefines%2Bhuman%2Bcollectivity.%2BIn%2Bsuch%2Bcircumstances%252C%2Breimagining%250D%250Acirculations%2Bthrough%2Bthe%2Blens%2Bof%2Bmedia%2Band%2Bmobility%2Bbecomes%2Ban%2Bimportant%250D%250Astep%2Btowards%2Bunderstanding%2Bcurrent%2Bsocio-
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